
New research makes it possible to work 
with materials that react dynamically 
to exterior conditions.

The materials expand, contract and release heat in 
response to the temperature. If the material is used 
as part of the building envelope, the temperature 
inside can be regulated.

Examples include different types of plastics, as well 
as a kind of aluminum skin, which is being devel-
oped. These sensitive materials have long lives, are 
more energy efficient, and they are predicted to 
have a great future.
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Smart materials turn up the heat 


